Private peaceful
FIVE PAST TEN
1. The title of the first chapter is ‘Five Past Ten’, what do you think this refers to?
Use the blurb on the back to help you.





2. Why does Tommo not want to go to school? Quote from the text.

3. Which word on page 8 means you will be let off something you’re not looking forward to

4. Why was Tommo not sorry for the dead crow?




5. What did Mr Munnings mean when he described Tommo as an addition to his trials and tribulations? On page 12, the writing is clearly autobiographical. Summarise the main point of page 12 in one sentence.








6. What fond memories does Tommo have of going to work with his Father?




7. Why, on pages 15 and 16, does Tommo say he knows why his father is happy in his next 

8. In which two ways do the Peaceful family view the Colonel?


TWENTY TO ELEVEN
1. Why do you think Charlie bet ‘an owl’s skull’ on page 18?



2. Why did Tommo and Charlie get into trouble over the rabbit-dropping episode and how were they found out?






3. What were the consequences for Tommo and Charlie?


4. We find out more about Charlie’s character on page 24, after he is beaten for sticking up for Tommo. What does Tommo think about his brother, quote from the text to back up your opinion.



5. How did Tommo know that his mother loved having Molly around at home?



6. Why does Tommo think back often about his Mother?


7. How did Mother change after Father died, quote from the text to support your opinion.


8. On page 28, the text says “She took time to gather herself, smoothing down her apron and arranging her hair before she opened the door”. What does this tells you about what mother was thinking?


9. Why do you think Mother cried on page 29? Think carefully and choose one reason only.

10. Why did Grandma Wolf move in and why didn’t the boys like it?

11. How did things change after Grandma Wolf moved
in?


12. What did Tommo think was the reason for all these changes for the worse?

NEARLY QUARTER PAST ELEVEN

1. What did Grandma Wolf think about mice?



2. What present did Molly give Joe?






3. What happened to the Colonel’s wife?





4. What did they catch when they went poaching?



5. What was the miracle?








6. What made Tommo start saying his prayers again?


TEN TO MIDNIGHT

1. Why did they get caught poaching?




2. What was supposed to be their punishment and how did it change? 





3. How did life change when Tommo was twelve?


4. How did the airplane landing make Tommo happy?

5. Why did Charlie steal Bertha?





TWENTY-FOUR MINUTES PAST TWELVE

1. What did the Colonel hope would happen as a result of his visit to the Peaceful household after he discovered Bertha was missing?

2. How did Mother save the boys?






3. What was Charlie’s new job?






4. Why was Charlie unhappy?







5. How did Tommo become important to Charlie and Molly? 

6. Why did Molly’s mother not want her daughter to see Charlie? 
7. Explain Tommo’s feelings after he realized that Molly and Charlie had still been seeing each other.

8. Who shot Bertha and why?






NEARLY FIVE TO ONE
1. Where was Bertha buried?






2. What was Tommo’s worst fear about what could have happened to Big Joe? 



3. Where was Big Joe eventually found?




4. What was Big Joe’s response to being found? Quote from the text to illustrate your opinion.








TWENTY EIGHT MINUTES PAST ONE
1. The first section of the chapter tells the reader more about where Tommo is now rather than what he remembers. What does he think about the place he is in now?



2. Why did the Colonel give them a lift in his Rolls Royce?  

3. How did Tommo feel about Molly and Charlie after the wedding? 

4. What did the Sergeant Major mean when he asked who would “be the first brave lad to take the King’s shilling?”





5. What was the reaction to Tommo suggesting joining the army? 

6. Why did Charlie have to join up?






7. On page 103, Tommo said “I had to prove myself to myself.” What did he mean?











FOURTEEN MINUTES PAST TWO
1. What lie did Charlie tell to get Tommo in?



2. What did Tommo wear instead of a scarlet uniform?


3. What was the boat journey like?






4. Sergeant Horrible Hanley was their chief scourge and tormentor. Using a dictionary, write a definition of ‘scourge’.




5. Why was Charlie given Field Punishment Number One?


A MINUTE PAST THREE
1. How was Captain Wilkes different?





2. How does Charlie keep Tommo’s morale up when they are posted to sentry duty?

3. What are the three problems the soldiers have to face and how do they overcome the


4. How were the German trenches different?



5. How does Charlie show his bravery again as they return to their own trench?


6. What was Tommo’s opinion of their prisoner?




TWENTY FIVE PAST THREE
1. How does life change when they are closer to Ypres?

2. Why did Tommo ‘feel a surge of triumph’ on page 140?


3. How did Charlie feel about his injury?





4. How did Tommo feel about Charlie going ‘back to Blighty’?

5. Who was their greatest enemy at the end of the chapter?

NEARLY FOUR O’CLOCK
1. What surprised them one May morning?





2. Why was Pete so angry at Charlie’s letter?



3. What happened to Anna?







FIVE TO FIVE
1. What did the shell do to Tommo?





2. Why did Charlie refuse Sgt Hanley’s order?




3. Was the Court Martial fair? Quote from the text to support your opinion.


4. How did Tommo want to be together with Charlie one last time? 

ONE MINUTE TO SIX
What promise does Tommo have to keep?



OVERVIEW
Was Charlie a good brother? Explain your reasons.


